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“I don't wanna walk anymore,” the green dragon whined, panting as he leaned against a tree, 
slowly sliding down to the ground.

“Oh come on Adryx,” replied his brother, standing on up the bath folding his arms. “We stopped 
for a break an hour ago.”

Adryx sat on the ground stretching his tired legs as he looked at his brother. The brown otter 
tapped his webbed foot on the pavement, wiggling his whiskers as he waited for him to get up.

“Yeah and I'm tired again,” the dragon retaliated, sighing then rubbed his back against the tree. 
“Besides, you didn't have to walk much. You've been riding on my shoulders all day.”

“Hey, I thought you were okay with that. Plus you're way bigger than me, I'd get tired easily,” he 
said, sticking his tongue out teasingly.

“Then I'll turn into an otter and ride on your back,” Adryx replied, sitting firmly rooted.

Jax pouted and flicked his ear. He turned around and went up a hill a little farther, hearing the 
sound of tranquil water. “Hey Adryx,” he said waving too him. “There's a river up this hill. We 
can get some water and stock up on fish.”

“Alright...” Adryx sighed, getting up with a groan and walked up the hill slowly. Jaw whistled, 
sitting by a tree close to the river as he waited.

“What took you so long,” Jax said teasingly.

“Shaddup,” Adryx said getting on his knees. He took off his blue back pack and dug through it, 
searching for a water bottle. Jax stuck his tongue out teasingly, sighing happily as he looked over
into the river under the warm afternoon sun. He jerked up for a moment, seeing something splash
around in the water. He saw it again, his whiskers flicking as he licked his maw.

“Man, where is it,” Adryx said, starting to pull some stuff out. “I know I left that water bottle in 
here somewh-”

His sentence cut short as water doused him and his bag, making his spit and wipe his face. He 
looked around, expecting a surprise attack and found his brother missing. “Jax…?” said the 
dragon, getting no response. “Jax!?” The dragon jumped to his feet and looked into the forest, 
scanning past the trees to look for him.

A large splash came from the river as Jax emerged. When Adryx turned around he dropped his 
shoulders and frowned, seeing his brother with a squirming fish in his maw giving him a 'what?', 
face. 
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“Are you crazy?” Adryx said as his brother swallowed the fish hole, licking his maw happily. “I 
thought you were in trouble or something,” Adryx grumbled, getting back on his knees. “Now 
where's that water bottle?”

Jax frowned again and dived under the water. It took a minute for Adryx to notice then he looked
up, seeing no trace of his brother again. As he turned the bag he had upside down, taking out 
everything except what he was looking for, his brother jumped out of the water again, this time at
point blank range.

“You want water?!” Said the other, wrapping his body around his brother's surprised face.

“GMMGPH!” Cried the dragon.

“Here then!” Jax replied, leaning back and pulled his brother into the water with him. The dragon
fell face first, though his butt, heels, and tail were still above the surface. He lifted his head up, 
free from the otter muzzle, and gasped for air, shaking his head.

“What was that for?” He yelled, wiping his face, trying to sound serious by hiding his laughter.

Jax poked his upper body out of the water and snickered. “Ya wanted to relax and freshen up 
didn't ya? Well you got it.”

Adryx shook his head and splashed his brother, knowing it wouldn't do anything. Jax accepted 
the splash and shook his fur, coming back towards shore.

“Alright...” said a voice hiding behind a few bushes, the Leopard leaning down to the ground 
with two blades in each hand. “On my mark...”

Above two sets of tree, two golden retrievers hid with cameo clothing, blending perfectly well 
with the leaves as one readied a bow and arrow, the other a crossbow. Three more associates 
stood in waiting for their unit leader to give the order.

“Alright, I think I'm ready to move on now,” the dragon said, taking off his blue shirt. He 
carefully moved shirt around his orange and yellow collar and blue necklace, trying to rinse the 
excess water out.

“Yeah, we should be near one of the checkpoints soon. It was smart of Zenith to make pointers 
around certain areas so we could teleport back to the monastery.”

“He's like crazy detailed,” Adryx added as the bandit raising his hand, then closed his palm. “I 
mean, how does he even think of this stu-” a sharp piecing item hit his back making the dragon 
jolt for a moment before getting woozy. “Stuahp… he's… a workalahaloic...” he laid on the 
ground face first.
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“Adryx!” Shouted Jax, swimming closer to shore. 

Jax spotted someone behind a tree, diving under the water seconds before another blow dart flew
through the air. 

“Let's move!” Said the bandit leader, the leopard jumping out of the bushes. Jax shot like a 
missile upwards, flying over the three bandit's head and landed on the ground. Without losing a 
second he turned to the tree, a weasel hiding behind it with the blow dart trying to load quickly. 

The three blue air symbols on the otter's right shoulder glowed as he twisted his finger and 
flicked his arms. A wave of air swung, carrying dead leaves and dirt from the ground to give it 
appearance, and smacked the weasel into the water. The weasel hit a rock under the water and 
floated downstream with a bleeding head.

“I'm giving you all only once chance, leave us alone or you'll regret it,” Jax said, turning to face 
the three others. The leopard bandit stood in the middle with two daggers and Jax saw a Siamese 
cat with a long sword and a husky with two small maces for each hand. 

“You got lucky small one,” said the leopard, rubbing the ends of his sharp blades together. “But 
three against one, you're hopelessly outnumbered.”

“You think that's better for you? Or for me,” said the Otter, sparks of lightning cracked between 
his fingers. “You're some lousy bandits huh? You all don't look that tough.”

The two golden retrievers waited in the trees, staying motionless until given the right moment.

“You think so ya little twerp,” said the husky, swaying his maces menacingly. “When we're done,
no one'll even recognize that face of yours.”

“You'd best surrender now,” said the Leopard, increasing the width of his stance. “Before we toss
your body in the river just like you did out friend.”

“Oh please, bandits like you don't call each other friends, now I'll say this again… 
Leave...now…!”

The retrievers above looked down, both with a lock on the otter threatened their squad leader. 
The leopard delivered a message with two fingers on his right hand. The two nodded and one 
equipped a dagger, ready to pounce.

“I think not. You either hand over all your valuables, or you die,” said the leopard.

“Your funeral,” Jax said, summoning lightning in his palms, the hissing intensified. 
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One of the golden retrievers jumped down, bringing the blade down with him. Jax heard him and
turned, about to send lightning towards him but a large slash down his chest made him shoot at a 
random tree, setting it on fire. 

“Aahhh!” Cried the otter, shooting as many bolts of lightning as he could in every direction. The 
four bandits quickly ducked for cover as the agonized otter shot out of reflex while bleeding. 
One of the bolts hit the ground close to his brother, pushing him from the impact into the river.

Jax caught some water from the air and the plants around him and doused himself, trying to keep
standing as he healed.  

“Crazy creature,” growled the leopard. He dropped one of his sword and pulled out a throwing 
dagger. He aimed and hit the tip of Jax's tail, pinning him where he stood. 
Jax yelped in pain, turning towards the three hiding behind a tree and got ready to attack with a 
horizontal wind slice, aiming to cut them all in half.

A sharp pain pierced his neck and he stopped midway through his attack. He touched his neck 
and pulled out a needle, watching it go from one to three and spin around. The otter's eyes got 
heavy and the trees seemed to turn side ways. He fell to his knees then collapsed to the ground. 

“He was more troublesome than expected,” said the leopard, him and his crew coming out from 
behind the trees, the golden retriever jumping down from the tree he shot from. “Nice work hawk
eye, now to collect the spoils.”

“Hey look over here,” said the cat, gaining the attention of the other bandits.

Adryx's shirt hung to a branch while the rest of his body was left submerged in the water.

“Well now,” said the white and black husky leaning forward. “Look at that thing.” He reached 
for the dragon's neck and snatched off his collar, along with the emerald attached to it. “Now this
looks very valuable.

He showed this to the leopard, who examined it and nodded. “This should fetch a hefty price. It's
better than this junk scattered around the ground.”

“Hey boss,” said one of the retrievers, resting a foot on the otter's face. “What do we do with this
guy?”

“We take him,  we might find some use for him,” said the leopard.

“And the dragon?” Asked the cat looking at his unconscious body. With a small grin the leopard 
pushed Adryx free of the branch with a foot, sending him downriver along with the current.

Featuring Jax and Adryx
https://infinitiumwriter.wordpress.com/



By D.H.Vinci Brotherly Bonding Pg 5

“What dragon?” he said. “Get the otter, we're returning to base.” The other four nodded, 
grabbing Jax, and began the journey back.

Washing up on the shore the green dragon moaned softly and couched up water as he shook his 
head and came to his senses. He moaned with several aching joints as he dragged himself out of 
the water and onto shore, turning to rest on his back looking up. It took a moment to realize the 
stars were out before his eyes widened.

“Jax!” He shot up quickly and looked around, the area completely different from before. He rose 
to his feet and yelped, dropping to one knee and looked at his foot. A large red spot acked around
his ankle. 

“What happened to me?” He said, panicking a bit. “Jax? Jax?! Where are you?!” The dragon 
looked around and started panting. He arced his back, activating the runes near his shoulder 
blades, and summoned his dragon wings he normally kept hidden. With a few flaps his body 
lifted from the ground. He shook his head to clear his mind and shot straight up, surveying the 
landscape as best he could. “Nothing… I cant even sense him...”

The dragon panicked flying into the forest to try and look for a trail or anything he could use to 
find his way back. The night made the forest appear to be a whole new world, everything dark, 
pitch black, and terrifying. 

“I'll find you Jax, just hold on,” said the dragon, raising his palm to make a fireball to light the 
path. For an hour the dragon zig zagged around the forest, finding nothing to help him. He 
stopped  and slowly landed to his foot, taking the time to heal it properly.

“This can't be happening… this isn't happening. I need help, I'll...” He reached for his neck, 
feeling his scales and his eyes widened. “No...” He put both hands around his neck, his orange 
collar gone along with his green necklace. “They took it...” 

The dragon bared his teeth, clenched his fist, and roared into the sky, a powerful fire blast shot 
through the trees. The singe of the fire startled the forest creatures, the crows flying away rapidly
and the wild animals running wild for fear of a forest fire.

“I'll kill them! I'll kill all those bandits!” His wings flexed and with a powerful thrust, took off 
into the air again with one flap. The dragon roared again and went back to the river, 
remembering that was the last place he was before everything went black. He shot up the river 
bank, following the waterfall up then through the rest of the water at high speed, determined to 
make those who did this pay for taking everything from him.

Awakened by the faint sounds of distant voices, Jax moaned from his sleep, shaking his head to 
clear the ringing. His body moved forward but yanked back, chains pinning him down. 
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“Ahh… wha..? Where… where am I?” He asked, his version still blurry. A figure came from 
down the hall, standing in front of the otter's cage.

“Well, well, seems my little test subject has finally woken up. Welcome to my little humble 
abode,” his deep, malicious voice said.

Jax's vision came too, seeing iron bars surround him while in a cage backed against a wall. 
“Who… who are you?” Jax glared, baring his teeth.

“Oh, no need for introductions, I know who you are. Test subject 74 is your new name, I'm sure 
you'll grow accustom to it soon.”

“Like hell I- ah!” The chains scorched his wrists, somehow preventing him from using his 
powers. They glowed red with a faint ringing sound, forcing the otter to stop.

“I wouldn't do that if I were you,” he warned, grinning under his hooded face. “I had those 
chains specially made to counteract your abilities. My friends say you threw quite the tantrum.”

“Let me outta these chains and I'll show you a tantrum,” Jax retorted growling loudly.

“Now, now, no needed for such hostility. You're more fortunate then the previous subjects.”

“Previous…” Jax scanned the rest of the room slowly. The walls indicated an old cave and the 
echoes made it clear the tunnels ran deep. Looking to his left, he saw other cells with bloody rags
and bones along the floor and traces of burnt books scattered around the floor. Looking to his 
left, he saw a table filled with bloodied instruments designed for probing.

“And what makes you say that?” Jax asked, frowning.

“You're going to get a show before you die,” he said.

Jax raised an eyebrow and the hooded man called his guards to bring in the next test subject. A 
jackal and hyena came in, dragging a bear by a chain and collar attached to his neck. The bear 
fell to his face, fatigued and badly beaten with red spots and bruises along his white fur. 

“Let's begin now,” said the hooded man. The guards put the bear on a table and strapped him 
down before leaving. The bear whimpering with a muzzle on, tugging the chains but too weak to 
break them. The hooded man went to a shelf and pulled out a strange item. 

Jax saw a pink gem with something like a red ruby inside it. The man approached the bear slowly
and grinned under his hood, raising a blade and the gem up in the air. Jax closed his eyes, hearing
an agonizing muffled scream along with the sound of piercing flesh and dripping blood. 
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The dragon rushed up stream for what felt like hours until he finally reached the spot where all 
his stuff laid on the ground.

“Good, they didn't take anything… except my brother and my collar,” he growled. Adryx landed 
and walked around, finding a spot with the most blood in it. He got on one knee and sniffed, 
growling loudly. “Jax… if anything happens to you...”

He stood back up and sniffed again, having no luck finding a trace of where they could have 
gone. “Come on… give me a sign...” He walked into the forest, trying to look for tracks but 
nothing showed pawprints or signs of movement in the area. He lit his paw again to act as a torch
and walked hastily. “I'll find you bro, just hold on.”

15 minutes into walking until he found a rough path within the dirt after hitting a piece of stone 
with his foot. “Ack!” He stepped back and bent down, examining a path of stones and other 
discarded rocks leading somewhere. He followed for what felt like hours before seeing a large 
rock pile in the distance. Adryx put out the fire in his hand and spread his wings again, the runes 
on his back glowed before he took off into the skies. Once above the trees he found a stone forth,
solid stone that stood about two stories with a tower in the center that lead up another three 
stories. 

“Here's in there...” Adryx told himself, putting a hand to his chest. “He has to be, I just know it. 
I'll get him back and if so much as anyone harms him...” He shook his head and breathed calmly, 
trying to regain his focused. He scanned over the land, seeing stone walls and wooden spikes 
sticking out from all directions. Only one path led into the forth, sealed shut by a metal barred 
gates. 

“I can't see a lot from here...” he flew along the tree tops then went back down to the ground to 
avoid detection. Looking up from the forest, he immediately spotted 3 guards along the walls 
under the moonlight. 

“There's gotta be another way in… I can't just charge the front gate..” Saying within the forest 
Adryx circled around the fort, trying to look for another way in but had no luck from behind it or
from the other side. “Gah! I'm wasting time, Jax might be-”

“Come on, get over there!” Shouted a bandit from inside.

Adryx's looked up and tried to get to higher ground, climbing up the tallest tree he could find to 
see inside. To the left side of the front gate, Adryx watched from a tree as three bandits 
surrounded a tiger, chained, bleeding, and whimpering, while a simese cat approached him with 
a strange object in his hand. The rock looked as sharp as a blade but appeared more like a gem or
emerald to the dragon. The tiger begged and the dragon watched as the cat lifted the gem into the
sky and sunk it into the prisoner's heart. Enraged, Adryx flapped his wings and flew up high. 
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